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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to 
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marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being 
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1. Name of Property 

historic name Jefferson Park 

other names/site number Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park (preferred)/Jefferson Park #2/Park #94 



street & number 


4822 North Long Avenue 





Not for publication 


city or town 


Chicago 


— 


vicinity 


state Illinois 


code IL county Cook 


code 031 


zip code 60630 


3. State/Federal Agency Certification 



nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 

Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 

property _Vmeets dogs not meet the National Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant 

nationally’ 7 ^ statewide ^Oocally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official 



Date 



Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See 

continuation sheet for additional comments.) 



Signature of commenting or other official 



Date 



State or Federal agency and bureau 



American Indian Tribe 




Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park 

Name of Property 



4. National Park Service Certification 

1, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper 

entered in the National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

__ determined eligible for the 

National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 

National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 



5. Classification 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



Date of Action 



Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

private 

X public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

__ building(s) 

X district 

site 

structure 

object 

Number of Resources within Property FIX 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 
Contributing Noncontributing 
3 1 buildings 

1 0 sites 

2 5_ structures 

1 0_ objects 

7 6 Total 



Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District 



Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



6. Function or Use 



Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
LANDSCAPE/ park 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/ outdoor recreation 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility 
OTHER/ field house 



Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

LANDSCAPE/ park 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/ outdoor recreation 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility 
OTHER/ field house 



7, Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Georgian Revival 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation Concrete 
Roof Asphalt 

Walls Brick 

other Vegetation 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 



See continuation sheets 




Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



8. Statement of Significance 



Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

H a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Entertainment/ Recreation 
Social History 
Architecture 

Period of Significance 1921 to 1956 Significant Dates 1921,1930 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A 
Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder Hatzfeld, Clarence, architect 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 

See continuation Sheets 






Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



9. Major Bibliographical References 



(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 

Federal agency 

Local government 

University 

_X_ Other 

Name of repository Chicago Park District 



10. Geographical Data 



Acreage of Property 7,16 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 16 436598 4646696 3 16 436791 4646473 

2 16 436832 4646610 4 16 436603 4646498 
See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

See continuation sheets 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 



See continuation sheets 








Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



II. Form Prepared By 



name/title Julia S. Bachrach and Janis Taylor 

organization Chicago Park District date November 1 6, 2005 

street & number 541 N. Fairbanks Ave. telephone (312) 742-4698 

city or town Chicago state IL zip code 60611 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Timothy J. Mitchell, General Supt. and CEO, Chicago Park District 

street & number 541 N. Fairbanks telephone 

city or town Chicago state IL zip code 60611 



Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places 
to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this 
request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 1 8.1 hours per response including the time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, 
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, 
DC 20503. 
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Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park, Cook County 



Narrative Description 

Originally known as Jefferson Park, Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park is a 7.16 acre site located at 4800 
north and 5400 west in Chicago. The site was created by the Jefferson Park District, one of 22 park 
commissions consolidated into the Chicago Park District in 1934. The Jefferson Park District formed in 1920 to 
provide neighborhood parks for its rapidly developing Northwest side community. The fledgling park district 
began to purchase land for its initial park the next year. The park commissioners moved an Italianate style 
residence, known as the Esdohr house onto the newly acquired land, providing Jefferson Park’s original field 
house. Land acquisition continued through 1929, by which time much of the park had been landscaped. In 
1930, the park district constructed a new field house, tool house, athletic fields, and made additional landscape 
improvements. Clarence Hatzfeld, a prominent Chicago architect designed the improvements to the expanded 
park. 



file park’s name is derived from that of its surrounding community. (When this site first opened to the 
public in 1921, there was an earlier Jefferson Park located on the West side of Chicago. Because of this, the site 
was long known as Jefferson Park #2.) The surrounding Northwest side neighborhood is predominantly 
composed of brick single family homes and two- to four-flats. Today, there is also a new wave of 
condominiums being built. It is a middle-class neighborhood composed mostly of white residents, many of 
whom are of Polish descent. For over thirty years, the Copernicus Foundation, located only a few blocks from 
the park, has served as the Polish Cultural Center of Chicago, providing educational programs and the annual 
Taste of Polonia festival. (The Chicago Park District renamed the site Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park in 
1999 to avoid confusion — although the original Jefferson Park is now known as Skinner Park, the City of 
Chicago created and named a third Jefferson Park in the early 1950s.) 

Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park consists of thirteen resources: seven contributing and six non- 
contributing. The contributing resources include three buildings, two structures; one site consisting of 
landscape, playfield and pathways, and one objects — one war memorial plaque and one planter. Although the 
Esdohr House was moved, it is still deemed as a contributing resource because it was moved during the 
property's period of significance for reasons relating to the park’s historic context. 

Over the years, Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park has continuously adapted to the frequently changing 
needs of the surrounding community while retaining a high level of integrity. The property retains a great deal 
of fabric dating from its period of significance, and is primarily composed of contributing features. In order to 
clearly describe the park and show that it retains sufficient integrity to be listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, four corresponding plans are submitted as part of this nomination: a Sketch of Long Avenue 
between Higgins and Lawrence [A], a 1930 Water Supply Piping Plan by Clarence Hatzfeld [B], a 1936 
Topographical Survey [C], and a 1984 Chicago Park District Plot Plan [D], 
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Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park, Cook County 

Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park is bounded on the north by Higgins Avenue, on the south by Lawrence 
Avenue, on the east by Long Avenue and the west by Linder Avenue. Equipped with two baseball fields, one 
combination football/soccer field, three tennis courts, one combination volleyball and basketball court, one 
playground, one spray pool and a full outdoor swimming pool with dressing facility, the seven-acre park offers 
plenty of outdoor recreation. 

The Sketch of Long Avenue between Higgins and Lawrence [A] documents the original location of the 
Esdohr House [1], This sketch was likely prepared in 1920 or 1921. It shows two frame houses, two bams and 
one brick house that were on the site that would become the original park. Long Avenue was extended to the 
northeast through this site to provide the new park’s northern boundary. The brick house shown in this plan [A] 
was the Esdohr House. In late 1921, the Esdohr House was moved to the southeast fronting on the newly 
extended Long Avenue. The building served as the park’s first field house, having opened to the public in early 
1922. 



The Esdohr House [ 1 ] dates to the mid 1 880s. It is a brick Italianate style structure. (Although the exact 
date is unknown, it is clear that this is one of the oldest extant structures in the Jefferson Park community.) The 
building is rectangular in plan and has a porch that extends and wraps around two sides of the building. The 
house is one-and-a-half stories, with a small one story wing at its south fa?ade. It has a gabled roof with 
overhanging eaves. The primary facade faces Long Avenue, placed symmetrically with the facade at the long 
side of the gabled roof. Two Doric style columns flank the vestibule at the main entrance to the house. The 
building has long rectangular double hung windows. Many of them have limestone lintels and sills. 
Unfortunately, years ago, the Chicago Park District painted the entire structure a reddish brown color, including 
the limestone elements. Although the limestone details are now somewhat obscured, there is decorative 
brickwork at the gable end on the north fagade that can be clearly seen. 

In 1930. most of the remainder of the park was developed. The 1930 Water Supply Piping Plan 
prepared by architect Clarence Hatzfeld [B] features an octagonal sandbox, a rectangular wading pool, and 
horseshoe courts. All of these features were located just west of the Esdohr House and were likely part of the 
original design. In the mid 1960s the original wading pool was removed. In 1988, a soft surface playground 
was installed [2] at the site of the original wading pool. 

As depicted on the 1936 Topographical Survey [C], the original horseshoe courts were replaced in the 
1930s by a volleyball court and four paved tennis courts [3], located at the southeast corner of the park. The 
tennis courts were resurfaced in 1 984 and the western-most tennis court was converted into a combination 
volleyball and basketball court [4], Despite this change, the tennis courts have remained in the same location 
and configuration for well over sixty years. 

The athletic field [5] is located west of the tennis courts at the southwest corner of the park. The athletic 
field is oriented on a diagonal axis and includes a backstop and players benches and has been in this location 
and configuration since 1930 or earlier. 




NPS Form 10-900-a 
( 8 - 86 ) 



OMB No. 1024-0018 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 7 Page 3 

Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park, Cook County 

The Tool House [6] is located at the north end of the ball field. This is a 1930 one story brick building 
composed of wire cut brick in variegated shades of orange, red, and brown. The Tool House is “L” shaped in 
plan with a cross gabled roof. At the gabled ends there are overhanging eaves with simple decorative brackets. 
Today, the Tool House houses maintenance vehicles and equipment. The building’s west facade has several 
garage door openings. Chain link fencing surrounds the service area adjacent to the Tool House. 

As part of the 1930 design, Jefferson Park featured three formal entries along Higgins Avenue. The 
asphalt pathways [7] divide the passive mature landscape into five informal areas. The northwest comer of the 
park features landscaped areas planted with irregularly spaced mature trees forming groves and allees along the 
central asphalt path. The canopies of the trees provide a tranquil shaded area and is the more restful and passive 
side of this park. Although vegetation is relatively sparse now, the basic spatial qualities of the historic 
landscape remain today. 

A 1929 survey 1 shows pathways perpendicular to Long Avenue on either side of the Esdohr House 
leading to the main pathways of the park. These pathways are still in place today. Some minor changes have 
been made to the pathways near the pool house, but overall the pathways have remained the same since the 
original construction of the park. In May of 1998, as part of a district-wide program, metal picket fence [8] was 
installed around the exterior of the park. Although this is not an historic feature, it is relatively low, and does 
not bock views into the park. 

The original development of the park included a playground area adjacent to and east of the Tool House 
[B] . The first playground, which had separate boys and girls areas, was removed in 1965, as part of the ball field 
expansion. In 1977, the Chicago Park District installed an outdoor swimming pool [9] and a pool building [10] 
near the location of the original playground. The Park District repaired and improved the pool in 1992. The 
pool building is a non-contributing structure. It is a one story building composed of brown brick with a flat roof 
with chamfered parapets. The swimming pool complex is enclosed with fencing matching the outer park fence. 

A spray pool [11] lies just north of the field house in the northeast side of the park. The spray pool was 
installed in the mid 1960s, after the removal of the wading pool. The spray pool is also a non-contributing 
feature. It is a circular element composed of concrete. 

The stately Georgian Revival style field house [12] was designed by Clarence Hatzfeld, architect of 
many field houses in Chicago. Constructed in 1930, Jefferson Park’s field house is placed on a diagonal axis at 
the northeast corner of the park. The field house is a two-story structure, and includes a gymnasium, assembly 
hall (with stage), eight clubrooms, a kitchen and offices. The building is composed of wire cut brick in 
variegated shades of orange, red, and brown. (It matches the Tool House, but the field house has been cleaned 
more recently.) It is T-shaped in plan with intersecting hipped roofs. The roofs have overhanging eaves with 
exposed rafters. 

1 Plat of Survey for Jefferson Park District. Mr. Clarence Hatzfeld, Architect prepared by Warton Planter, Illinois Registered Land 
Surveyor, Chicago, Sept. 1929. 
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Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park, Cook County 



The front entrance is symmetrically placed with the center of the primary facade fronting the northeast 
corner of the park. Several steps lead up to double doors and transom lights which are flanked by fluted 
limestone pilasters. Above the pilasters, doors, and transom lights is a limestone broken pediment with scrolls 
and a center finial. Beneath the scrolled pediment is a green sign reading “Jefferson Park.” 

The primary facade of the field house [12] is composed of three bays. The two outer bays have 
projecting gables that intersect the ends of the long side of the hipped roof. These outer bays are identical. 

They each have a blind arch extending from a limestone stringcourse approximately shoulder height to top of 
the arch beneath the gable ends. Beneath the stringcourse there are bands of decorative brickwork. At the 
upper portion of the blind arches, there are three limestone keystones piercing the brickwork that surrounds the 
arch-one at the top and one symmetrically placed on each of the sides. Within the blind arch a double hung 
window is at the upper level and three narrow rectangular double hung windows are at the lower window. 
Brickwork divides these three windows. Wrought ironwork extends from the lower portion of these windows. 
Below them the limestone stringcourse rests on four decorative brackets. 

The center bay is composed of three arches also extending up from the stringcourse. At the second story 
level, each of the arches contains a window with operable openings in the center and fixed panes on the two 
sides. The brickwork surrounding the windows echoes the blind arches at the outer ends with three limestone 
keystones symmetrically placed around the arches. Below the two outer arched windows are a series of 3 
double hung windows. Below the center arch is the elegant Georgian style doorway. 

The field house features attractive interior details such as terrazzo floors, decorative brackets in the 
hallway, and exposed trusses and original lighting fixtures in the auditorium. In addition, Jefferson Park has a 
collection of noteworthy paintings that are currently being conserved. (The Chicago Conservation Center has 
been contracted by the Chicago Park District for this work.) These include a series of four portraits of which 
some or all were produced in 1934. These oil paintings are of historical figures: Christopher Columbus, 

Thomas Jefferson, and John Marshall, (the fourth figure cannot be identified). The Columbus painting depicts 
the famous explorer sighting land. Signed L.Caracciolo, it was likely produced by Louis Caracciolo, an artist 
who specialized in painting Catholic churches. 2 It is uncertain as to whether he also produced any of the other 
portraits. An artist named Franconi, however, painted the portrait of the unknown figure. 

In the far northeast comer of the park, at the front entrance of the field house, and at the intersection of 
Long and Higgins avenues, is a triangularly shaped lawn area. This area has 3 walkways leading to a planter 
[13]. This sunken planter is circular in plan and is surrounded by rusticated boulders. The planter, walkways, 
and triangular area date to Hatzfeld’s 1930 improvements to Jefferson Park. A semi-circular driveway [14] is 
located between the triangular lawn and the field house. The drive was also part of the 1930 plan. 



: Obituary for Mrs. Dina Caracciolo, Chicago Daily News, November 9, I960. 
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Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park, Cook County 

During the 1930s, a cannon was installed in the triangular lawn. This World War I cannon was 
dedicated to the soldiers of the Jefferson Park District. The cannon was removed in the early 1940s, when the 
military needed to reuse World War 1 cannons for scrap metal for the war effort during World War II. 3 Today, 
only a very small bronze plaque remains. Located near the entry way of the field house, this World War I 
memorial plaque [15] was dedicated by the Altrui Club. Composed of bronze, the teardrop-shaped plaque is 
mounted directly into the sidewalk adjacent to the field house. It is uncertain as to whether this remains in its 
original location or if it was first installed near the cannon. (This plaque may have marked a second World War 
I memorial, such as a tree that may not have survived.) 

Over the years, Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park has adapted to contemporary needs and modem 
recreational trends. Despite this, the site retains strong integrity and clearly conveys its historic appearance. 

The Jefferson Park community area possesses an exceptionally small number of historic resources. The 
Chicago Historic Resources Survey, completed by the Chicago Commission on Landmarks in 1996, identified 
only 16 significant historic resources in Jefferson Park Community Area (#11). Thomas Jefferson Memorial 
Park was among the sixteen. Considering that it is a public property that has a rich history and several 
significant buildings, including the oldest extant house in the neighborhood, Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park is 
one of the most important historic properties in the area. 



In September of 1946, Fred G. Heuchling, Director of Public Information Service for the Chicago Park District contacted the 
supervisors of most of the parks that cannons to determine whether they were still in place. Mr. Emil Meier returned Mr. Heuchling’s 
letter with a notation on the bottom explaining that Jefferson Park’s cannon was removed at the time of the Salvage Drive. (This letter 
is in the archives of the Chicago Park District Special Collections. 
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Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park, Cook County 
Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park List of Historic Resources 
Contributing Resources Non-contributing Resources 



Buildings 

Esdohr House (1) Pool Building (10) 

Field House (12) 

Tool House (6) 



Sites 



Landscape includes athletic field (5), 
walkways (7), and semi-circular 
roadway (14) 



Structures 



Tennis Courts (3) 
Sunken Planter (13) 



Soft Surface Playground (2) 
Swimming Pool (9) 

Basketball/ Volleyball Court (4) 
Spraypool (11) 

Ornamental Fencing (8) 



World War 1 plaque (15) 



Objects 
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Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park, Cook County 

Statement of Significance 



Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park meets Criterion A and Criterion C for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places. The property is locally significant as part of an early 20 lh century movement to create 
breathing spaces with recreational facilities on Chicago’s northwest side. In 1920, local residents formed the 
Jefferson Park District and began efforts to establish a park for their neighborhood. The commissioners moved 
an 1 880s house that was located on property that would become the park and adapted it for use as the first field 
house. Land acquisition continued through 1929, the same year that the commissioners hired architect Clarence 
Hatzfeld to design a larger Revival style field house for the park. Improvements to the park and significant 
events in the property’s social history continued after the consolidation of the Jefferson Park District into the 
Chicago Park District in 1934. 

This property qualifies for listing on the National Register under the multiple documentation form. “The 
Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District.” The property is significant during a period spanning from 
1921, when the commissioners installed playground equipment and adapted the building on site as the first field 
house, to 1956. the current fifty-year cut-off date for the National Register of Historic Places. The property 
meets with the following areas of significance: Entertainment/ Recreation. Social History, and Architecture. 

Located ten miles northwest of the loop, the Jefferson Park community has long been known as the 
“Gateway to Chicago.” During the late 18 th century, hunters and fur traders passed through the area on Indian 
trails to and from trading posts. Fur trader John Kinzie Clark built a cabin in the area in the early 1830s, and 
other settlers soon followed suit. The following decade, the construction of the North West Plank Road 
(Milwaukee Avenue) and Lower Road (Elston Avenue) helped farmers transport their goods to Chicago and 
attracted additional residents. Early settlers named the area's first post office for President James Monroe; 
however, they soon learned that another community was known as Monroe, so they decided to honor President 
Thomas Jefferson instead. 4 The State formed Jefferson Township in 1 850, and by 1 855, the village had 50 
buildings. 5 The Town of Jefferson was officially incorporated in 1 872. 

Among Jefferson Park's early settlers were two brothers named Henry and Herman Esdohr. Bom to a 
farming family in Prussia in the early 1850s, the two boys journeyed alone together to the United States in 1866 
when Henry was 14 years old and Herman only 12. Although the exact date when the brothers first settled in 
the area is unknown, in 1874, at the age of 22, Henry Esdohr purchased property in Jefferson Park and opened 
the area's first liquor store. Four years later, he married Kate Lauer from Wheeling, Illinois. 6 In 1884, Henry 



4 The Chicago Fact Book Consortium, Local Community Fact Book Chicago Metropolitan Area Based on the 1970 and 1980 
Censuses. University of Illinois at Chicago, 1984,29. 

3 Marilyn Elizabeth Perry, “Jefferson Park, The Encyclopedia of Chicago History, University of Chicago Press, 2004, 435, 

6 Frank Suerth, “Henry Esdohr,” Jefferson Park Historical Society Newsletter, No 1, January, 2005, 2. 




